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EVENING PRAYER --Vespers 
 
Opening 
A lighted candle may be placed in your worship area. Congregational responses are in bold. Please join 
in as you are able. Center and calm yourself as we begin in silence. 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
The leader and the assembly give thanks. 
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Psalmody 
The psalmody begins with Psalm 141, a song of forgiveness and protection. 
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Word 

READINGS 
This Advent we will use readings based on the daily lectionary selections for the day. Daily lectionary 
readings are meant to prepare us for the texts we will hear in our upcoming Sunday worship. 
 
A brief silence is kept following the readings. 
 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors 
in many and various ways by the prophets, 
but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son. 
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GOSPEL CANTICLE 
Hymn 251, My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness 

 
 
PRAYERS 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, 
let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here 
their worship and praise, 
let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the health of the creation, for abundant 
harvests that all may share, 
and for peaceful times, let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For public servants, the government, and those 
who protect us; 
for those who work to bring peace, justice, 
healing, and protection 
in this and every place, let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who travel, for those who are sick and 
suffering, 
and for those who are in captivity, let us | pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, 
danger, and need, 

let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For [name/s and] all servants of the church, for 
this assembly, 
and for all people who await from the Lord great 
and abundant mercy, 
let us | pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 
Lord. 
A time of silence follows. 

 
 
 
Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest,  
rejoicing in the communion of all the saints,  
we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you, through Christ our Lord. 
To you, O Lord. 
 
Let us pray, 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 
untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we 
go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
keep our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
We depart in peace. Our service will continue silently for five minutes to allow for silent prayer and 
meditation. 
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